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Several Questions on the New Four Books

YANG De-chun

(The department of Chinese language and literature, Handan College. Handan, Hebei 056005)

Abstract: The genuine Confucian orthodoxy authorit system should be Huangdi ( Yellow Emperor),
Zhuanxu, Diku, Yao, Shun, Yu (Yu the Great), Tang, Wen (King Wen of Zhou), Wu (King Wu of
Zhou), Zhou Gong (Duke of Zhou), Confucius, Zixia, Guliangzi, Xunzi and Mencius. Because Mencius
studied from the school of Zixia and Guliangzi, he restored or reconstructed Zisi's learning and theory after
going out independently, so he was attached to Xunzi. I advocate that Confucius is the Former Saint, and
Xunzi is called the Later Sage directly relative to Confucius, because there is a statement which is Xunzi
and Mencius (Xunzi first and Mencius secend), Mencius is called the Sub-saint or the Attached Sage
relative to Xunzi, that is, Mencius is the sage attached to Confucian orthodoxy authorit system. I propose
the New Four Books: Encourage Learning of Xunzi, The Analects of Confucius, Mencius and General Idea
of Xunzi.

Key words: the New Four Books; the genuine Confucian orthodoxy authorit system; Zixia; Xunzi
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