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Re-discussing that “endless life” is the fundamental spirit of canal culture

XIE Guang-gian

(Editorial Department of Journal of Jiangnan University, Jiangnan University, Wuxi Jiangsu 214122)

Abstract: The construction of the Grand Canal Cultural Belt is surging. The profound influence of the
Canal on China’s historical changes in the past 2500 years has been widely recognized. Its practical
functions and cultural values are generally recognized. Therefore, it is necessary for the times to condense
the spiritual characteristics of the Canal Culture accumulated in the long stream of time and the grand
series of space. Five thousand years of Chinese civilization and two thousand and five hundred years of
history of the Canal have witnessed twists and turns, hardships, difficulties and frustrations in the long
process, but they still stand in the East. The form of civilization is still shining brightly and vigorous in
the journey towards the future, which embodies the great spirit of the Chinese culture “endless life”. The
Grand Canal bears the important task of connecting the political and economic centers of ancient China.
After several blockages, it can regenerate indefatigably. It not only achieved the glory of the flourishing
ages of Tang, Song, Yuan, Ming and Qing Dynasties, but also multiplied and nourished countless cultural
treasures that can be proud of. The endless spirit contains the wisdom of Taoism and law, the indomitable
spirit of struggle, the spirit of innovation and tolerance, and the ideal of converging the world. In
contemporary times, the Grand Canal, as a world heritage and a symbol of human civilization, still has
golden sails and a continuous stream of water. The Millennium Canal will contribute new forces to the
well-being of peoples livelihood, cultural self-confidence and national prosperity.

Key words: Endless life; The Grand Canal; The construction of the Grand Canal Cultural Belt; Cultural

self-confidence; Fundamental Spirit
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