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Seeking Self-transformation in the Abyss of Bitterness
——A Way of Salvation in Waiting for the Barbarians
LU Hai-xia
(School of Foreign Languages, Chongqing University of Arts and Sciences, Yongchuan, Chongqing, 402160)

Abstract; Waiting for the Barbarians, the 3™ fiction of J. M. Coetzee, wins worldwide award for its
unique allegorical technique of narrating and profound ethical thoughts. The book, focusing on the
experience of the old executive officer and his inner world, tells about his ethical choice and self-salvation
while faced with and stuck in the abyss of bitterness. Through a great number of monologues and self-
interrogations, the whole narration appropriately reveals how an individual transformed himself from a
bystander into a martyr of morality in the abyss of bitterness. By Skillfully employing a virtual empire and
history, virtual characters and plots, ambiguous time and space, the writer refers to the universal moral
and spiritual predicament of human, aims to explore a way of salvation and expresses his appeal and
expectation for the regain of human nature and morality.

Key words: Coetzee; Waiting for the Barbarians; Bitterness; Ethical predicament; Salvation

82



