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The Translation of Classical Chinese Poem Based on Imagism

———Take the Translation of Chinese Poem Moss as a Study Case

YAO Cheng-he, CUI Fang
(College of Foreign Languages, Capital University of Economics and Trade, Beijing 100070)

Abstract: Chinese language features parataxis. As a representative of classical Chinese culture, poem
reflects the parataxis well. For English language, which emphasizes sentence structures, the translation of
Chinese poem seems to be an impossible task, for it is hard to achieve both parataxis and hypotaxis. The
imagism in the 20th century provides us with a proper perspective for the translation of classical Chinese
poem. Its creation concepts have a certain degree of resonance with classical Chinese poem. The analysis
based on formality and poetic feature of the typical poetry work of imagism can serve us as a reference for
the recreation of classical Chinese poem in the process of translation, in which the cultural losses of the
source language will be reduced as far as possible.

Key words: Imagism; Poem translation; Formality; Poetic feature
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