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Environment, Palliative and Low salary.

Three incentive of corruption in Ming Dynasty

LI Qing-yong
(Ji Ning University, Department of Social Sciences; ShanDong, JiNing, 273155)

Abstract: The Ming Dynasty period is a time of serious corruption in Chinese history, for the corruption of

the Ming Dynasty has lasted from the very beginning of its founding to the end of its history. It existed

everywhere in Ming Dynasty. The phenomenon of corruption in Ming Dynasty was common and serious,

and it is hard to remove and forbid. There are three incentives that can’t be ignored: bad habits invaded

because the social environment was polluted and the climate went bad. The palliative policy caused loose

punishments and tolerant attitudes. The salaries of government officials were very low but the expenses

were great. These three incentives caused and aggravated the corruption of the Ming Dynasty, and became

a catalyst for the destruction of the Ming Dynasty.

Key words: Ming Dynasty; Corruption; Incentive
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