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The great scholar in Late Ming Dynasty,
Huang Daozhou’s Thought on “ Human Nature”

Based on the Criticism of the “Nature of Temperament” Theory of Song and Ming Confucianism

YANG Zhao-zhong

(Institute of Chinese Ideological and Cultural History, Fuzhou University, Fujian Fuzhou 350116)

Abstract: In the late Ming dynasty, the monism of “nature of temperament” became popular. However,
Huang Daozhou put forward the theory of “inherent nature” to oppose it. Huang Daozhou’s thought on

human nature was based on the criticism of the *

‘nature of temperament” theory of Song and Ming
Confucianism. In the view of Huang Daozhou, “nature” and “temperament” are two distinct things, and
“nature” should be basically regarded as “Chang shan” (permanent good) and “Zhi shan” (pure good) .,
which is in essence the theory of “transcendence of good and evil” and opposes Wang Longxi’s view of “no
good or evil”. As for the “evil” in the experience level, it is generated by the “learning”. The thought of
human nature of Huang Daozhou was different from the mainstream of Confucianism in the Song and Ming
dynasties. It came into being in the reflection on the crisis of the moral order in the late Ming dynasty, and
represented Huang Daozhou’s attitude of the moral strictness as a Confucian.
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temperament
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