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On Yang shi’s “Emotion latent” Thought from the Perspective of

Orthodox Learning Southward Introduction

CUI Hai-dong
(School of Humanities and Social sciences, Jiangsu University of Science and Technology,

Zhenjiang Jiangsu 212003, China)

Abstract: In the year of 1111 in Song dynasty, Guishan(also named Yang Shi) founded Donglin Academy
in Wuxi. He gathered lots of scholars to learn, collated Cheng Hao and Cheng Yi’s works inherited and
developed some important propositions to make Wuxi a medium for the spread of Luoyang School to Min
School. He attached great importance to the “Emotion latent” of Doctrine of the Mean. He inherited
Cheng Hao’ s ideology, learning by heart silently and experiencing the nature, and developed the new
ideology of experiencing the demeanor before the feelings of pleasure, anger, sorrow, or joy are activated
by sitting quietly and later organized a famous Dao nan school, by spreading his ideology to Yuzhang
(named Luo Congyan), Yanping (named Li Tong) and Zhu Xi. But at the same time, he faithfully
recorded, preserved and taught the ideology of Cheng Yi, keeping and nourishing nature before the
feelings of pleasure, anger, sorrow, or joy are activated by awe. The latter was regenerated and flourished
by Zhu Xi.

Key words: Dao nan school; Emotion latent; Sitting quietly; Self-cultivation
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