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An Analysis of the Thick Translation Strategy adopted in the English Version of
The Great Learning by James Legge from the Perspective of Hermeneutics

HOU Fang-yuan
(School of Foreign Languages. Shangqiu University, Shangqiu Henan, 476000)

Abstract: This paper attempts to analyze the application of the thick translation strategy adopted in the
English version of The Great Learning by respectively taking qualitative analysis as the research method
and Steiner’ s hermeneutic motion theory as the research perspective. On the basis of Steiner’s four
hermeneutic translation procedures, the paper summarizes the types of thick translation strategies adopted
in The Great Learning by James Legge and discusses the specific application of translation strategies at the
stages of trust, aggression, incorporation and enactment of reciprocity, further demonstrating that thick
translation is a translation strategy applied through the whole process of Chinese classics translation rather
than merely a translation tool of interpreting cultural implications.
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