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An Interpretation of The Story of an Hour from the
Perspective of Narrative Ethics

HU Ai-hua
(School of Foreign Languages and Literature, Nanjing Tech University, Nanjing, Jiangsu, 211800)

Abstract: Ethical Literary Criticism, as a literary theory that has flourished in China in recent years, has
provided more space for textual interpretation. On the basis of Newton’s narrative ethics, Jiang Shouyi
proposed the quartation: intention ethics, story ethics, narrative ethics and acceptance ethics. He believed
that the analysis of narrative ethics is aimed to disclose intention ethics and narrative ethics and the
readers’ grasp of ethical implications are indispensible to acceptance ethics. From the two aspects of
narrative ethics and acceptance ethics, the discussion of The Story of an Hour is to discover its deep
meaning. The third-person omniscience perspective represents the mainstream ethical norms at that time,
and the third-person limited perspective reflects Mrs. Malady’s mental journey {rom following mainstream
ethical norms to discourses that violate ethical taboos and then making determinations against ethical
order. The reader’s grasp of the ethical connotation of the text is inseparable from the narrative ethics.
The third person’s omniscience perspective helps them understand the mainstream ethical norms. The
third person’s limited perspective helps them to penetrate the heroine’s thoughts, so as to see the difficult
process of the development of American women’s independent self-consciousness at the end of the 19th
century. Both of the narrative ethics or acceptance ethics have added a new ethical research dimension to
the study of literary works.

Key words: The Story of an Hour; the third-person omniscience perspective; the third-person limited
perspective; acceptance ethics
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