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The Allegorical Narrative of kazuo Ishiguro’s The Buried Giant

LI Dong-jun
(College of Foreign Languages, Suzhou University, Suzhou 215006)

Abstract: The Buried Giant written by Kazuo Ishiguro, a fable story featuring the concepts of Walter
Benjamin’s fable theory. follows the theme of “memory and oblivion, which has been frequency in all his
works. Furthermore, in this novel, collective memory takes the place of individual memory, with war and
killing, historical memory and political metaphor presented. Therefore, the allegorical narration has
endowed this work with abundant meanings and it is worth mentioning that this kind of narrative strategy
is characterized by ruins, fragmentation, melancholy and other aesthetic features, which can be found in
Benjamin’s fable theory. Consequently, in the light of fable theory. the narrative ethics in this novel like
the messiah redemption, biblical metaphors, worship of the ruins and traumatic memories can be explored,
which together help to deepen various themes, such as the critique of modernity, the truth of redemption,
etc.

Key words: Kazuo Ishiguro; Benjamin; allegory; memory; redemption
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