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A Study on the Changes of Government Governance on Grass-roots
Social Religion in the Early Qing Dynasty

Taking Luo Jiao as an Example

CAO Jin-na
(Academy of Social Sciences of Northeastern University at Qinhuangdao, Qinhuangdao Hebei 066004)

Abstract: The grass-roots religion was religious organizations based on the rabble, with religious
superstitions as the link, usually in secret or semi-secret state. The grass-roots religion activities were very
frequent in the early Qing Dynasty, which was, in the traditional society, the most active period when
government banned and punished them. Emperor Yong Zheng pursued a policy of equal emphasis on both
strictness and tolerance, and adhered to the principle of distinguishing the first and the second, which has
achieved fruitful results. Due to the situation, the policy of the Qian Long Dynasty was too severe, which
affected social stability. By discussing the relationship between social governance and religion’s teaching,
this paper hopes to have a certain historical reference for the current religious management.

Key words: early Qing Dynasty; grass-roots social religion; governance
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