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From Marx to Mumford-the Criticism of the Labor Alienation Theory

SUN Hui
(School of Philosophy, Nanjing University. Nanjing 210023)

Abstract: Marx creatively put forward the theory of labor alienation in his youth through his thorough
analysis of the employment relationship in western capitalist society, which reshaped the human labor in
accordance with a new logical standard. Based on Feuerbach’s humanism thought, which centres on
“human”, this theory gives a comprehensive and deep analysis of the human’s labor and human itself and
thus brings forth the concept of alienation of labor. Lewis Mumford, a famous American humanism
philosopher in the twentieth century, argues that Marx’s labor alienation theory truly reflects the social
environment at that time. Labor alienates and distorts human nature and does not conform to human
development. However, Mumford thinks that this social phenomenon is a special historical transition,
which is the watershed between the classical and modern. It is just its disordered state that strengthens
people’s pursuit of order and allows people to recognize the essence of life and to pick up human nature.
Mumford, like Marx, envisions the future of society, that is, people will turn their attention from the
infinite development of machinery and technology to the creation of the human spiritual life and culture.

Key words: Marx; labor alienation; Mumford; humanism; modernity
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