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Tab. 1 Catalogue of Opera in A series of rare books

of the Imperial Palace
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Tab. 2 Regular Performances of kunju in later Ming

and early Qing dynasties
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General Outline of Qing Palace Playbooks Collected in the Palace Museum

LIANG Xian-hua
(Library of the Palace Museum, Beijing 100009)

Abstract: The library of the Palace Museum has a collection of 11491 Qing palace playbooks, most of
which were well preserved from the Qing Dynasty till now, including Yuelingchengying xi, Wanshou xi,
Xiqing xi, Liantaiben xi and luantan xi etc. These collections in the library of the Palace Museum are great
cultural heritage, providing rich primary sources for research on plays, costumes, props, roles, characters
and acting contents. Meanwhile, they also include ancient folk plays of the late Ming and early Qing
dynasties, some unique copies and rare books. The Qing palace playbooks and the archaeological historical
materials are not only the historical evidence of the Qing Dynasty court drama, but also reflect the history
of the Qing Dynasty palace life. The art of opera in the Qing Dynasty was the epitome of the life of the
emperors and their wifes in the Qing Dynasty. The preserved playbooks have important documentary value
and also play an important role in the history of Chinese drama. It is also the first-hand material for
studying the history of the Qing Dynasty.

Key words: imperial court plays; sources; seven types of plays; playbooks’ historical and literature value
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