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Textual Research of the Author and the Year of the Foreword
about The Carnal Prayer Mat

HUANG Qiang
(School of Chinese Language and Literature, Yangzhou University, Yangzhou 225002, Jingsu, China)

Abstract: Liu Tingji’s Zai Yuan Notes recorded that the author of The Carnal Prayer Mat was 1i Yu.
This statement is credible. Modern database information retrieval analysis by selecting multiple cases,
explained that the style of The Carnal Prayer Mat is that of Li Yu’s novels. The uniformity and
interconnectivity between the style, literary form as well as the content, subject, plot, detail that
subordinated to content category of The Carnal Prayer Mat and Li Yu’s Jade Lian Cheng (Silent
Operas) , Twelve Buildings formed a broader chain of evidence and proved that the author of The Carnal
Prayer Mat was L.i Yu. Han Nan researched the text of The Carnal Prayer Mat hidden in Shuang
Hongtang Library and affirmed the record of the Ding-You year of the foreword. His affirmation is
justified. Li Yu’s life experiences, especially his literary career, can strongly provide evidence for the
conclusion that the foreword of The Carnal Prayer Mat was inscribed in the fourteenth year (Ding-You)
of Shun Zhi Dynasty. The so-called Gui-You year of the foreword is only a mistake in the process of the
book’s successive reproducing.

Key words: The Carnal Prayer Mat; 1.i Yu; Style; The year of the foreword; Textual research
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