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The Tradition of Ritual and Musical Culture and

Thoughts of Lao Tse and Confucius

CHEN Han-ming
(The Management Cadre College of Tianjin Trade Union, Tianjin 300380)

Abstract: Lao Tse and Confucius lived in the same period and received the same historical and cultural
traditions, which originated from the three-generations of ancient sorcery culture, especially the Ritual and
Musical Culture inherited from Zhou dynasty. They faced and coped with the same social problems in that
period, which was how to reconstruct the social order after the destruction of the rite system. Lao Tse
initiated the Taoist school by proposing his ideologies “Tao” as the core concept, while Confucius initiated
the Confucius school by proposing his ideologies “Ren”. Both of them led the Chinese thought to the
masters’ era with corresponding philosophical breakthroughs. Their thoughts have shaped the psychology
of the Chinese nation and exert a profound influence on Chinese society and culture.

Key words: Ritual and musical culture; Turbulent Times of the Spring and Autumn Period; Destruction of
the rite system; Lao Tse; Confucius; Taoism; Confucianism; Breakthrough of philosophy; “The axis age”
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