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A Summary of Studies on Contingency Theory for Confucianism in Han Dynasty

YUE Tian-lei
(Cultural Research Center of Emperor Huangdis Birthplace, Henan University of Engineering, Zhengzhou, Henan 451191)

Abstract: The core proposition of Contingency theory for Confucianism in Han Dynasty is “violating the
constant way and conforming righteousness”. Around this proposition, academia has not only made an all-
round exploration and research from the perspectives of Confucianism, philosophy, politics, law and the
comparison between China and the West, but also highlighted the ideological status of Confucianism in the
Han Dynasty. The research methods also show a trend of diversification, which can be said to be fruitful.
Needless to say, there are also some weaknesses in the existing research. Compared with the study of
Contingency theory on Confucian and Mencius, the study of Contingency theory for Confucianism in Han
Dynasty is relatively incomplete. For example, its academic ideological system has not yet been
constructed, its questionable consciousness needs to be highlighted, and its academic vision needs to be
expanded.

Key words: Confucianism in Han Dynasty; Gongyang Studies; Dong Zhongshu; Contingency theory;
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