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The Hybridity of Materialism and Idealism,
Mechanism and Dialectics in Lockes Philosophy

WU Kun

(International Center for Philosophy of Information Xian Jiaotong University, Xi’an, 710049, China)

Abstract: Locke s Philosophy has the hybridity property of materialism, idealism, mechanism and
dialectics. On the one hand, he believes in three individual entities-God, the material and the spiritual, and
argues for God’s existence. On the other hand, he dispels the dominance of God on human knowledge, and
only acknowledges the “innate ability”, never admitting the “innate ideas”, although the proposed “tabula
rasa” theory clearly has the character of mechanism. However, the emphasized second and third quality,
and the theory of existence and ways of generation of complexity concept reflect the profound character of
the dialectics in some way. In addition, he claims the existence of the spiritual and the material is
fragmented, and it is impossible for them to be transformed and unified. He also thinks that the nature of
things only come from their smallest constituent units. All of these theories have the characters of
dualism, reductionism and mechanism.

Key words: Locke; Materialism; Idealism; Mechanical theory; Dialectics; Hybridity
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