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The Dilemma of Flood Control and Peoples livelihood: Study on
Yangtze River Flood and “the Return of farmland to Lake” in the 1930s

HU Yong-jun

(Zhejiang University of Water Resources and Electric Power, Hangzhou, 310018;
Department of History, Fudan University, Shanghai, 200433)

Abstract: In the 1930s, the serious flooding occurred in the Yangtze River Basin, and also the issue of
turning lakes into farmlands became a great concern of the society. So the Nanjing National Government
specially formulated the “measures for returning farmland to lake”. and reiterated its importance from the
decision-making level several times, but the implementation effect was not optimistic. The reason was that
the difference of the natural and the political environment caused the difference of the attitude of the local
government, which was particularly evident in Dongting Lake and Taihu lake areas. In addition, this
method could not solve the dilemma of flood control and people’s livelihood due to its priority of flood
control; besides, together with the adjustments of responsible authorities at the later period, it is pretty
hard to carry out this requirement. Therefore, the government had to make adjustments so as to meet the
needs of the reality. Thus, the water conservancy management must consider the differences of the
physical and geographical environment, especially the needs of people’s livelihood.

Key words: 1930s; Yangtze River floods; return farmland to lake; flood control; the livelihood of people
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The Editing of “Ministry of Education approved University Textbooks”
and higher education of the Republic of China(1940—1949)

ZHANG Lin', WU Li-ji*
(1. School of History and Culture Xinyang Normal University, Xinyang Henan 464000 ;
2. Institute for the History of Science and Technology Inner Mongolia Normal University, Hohhot Inner Mongolia 010022)

Abstract: In the early Republic of China, foreigh language textboks were popularly adopted in universities,
which was not conducive to the further development of China’s higher education. In the 1930s, a number
of university teaching textbooks in Chinese were published, but they encountered many difficulties in the
process of promotion. To standardize the university textbooks, in 1940, the Ministry of Education of the
National Government launched university textbooks approved by itself, which were the first Chinese
version university textbooks compiled by the government in modern Chinese history. They not only
covered most courses offered by universities back at that time, but also condcucted detailed classification
according to the book’s different application. Therefore, the Ministry of Education approved University
Textbooks open a new page of the history of education and culture in China, promote the standardization of
modern university textbooks also accelerate the academic progress in China’s higher education.

Key words: Ministry of Education approved University Textbooks; University Textbooks; higher

education; standardization
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