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Loyalty or Betrayal. Lv Simian and the Textbook Case of A History
of China in Modern Chinese Language

LI Rui
(The Museum of the War of Chinese People’s Resistance Against Japanese Aggression, Beijing, 100165, China)

Abstract: In 1935, Nanjing Government issued a ban on A History of China in Modern Chinese LLanguage
written by Lv Simian due to his improper evaluations on Yue Fei and Qin Hui, claiming the book should
not be published or circulated. Some scholars thought Lv Simian s assessment of Yue Fei was
inappropriate, with its conclusions unsuitable for textbook. However, when the government’s ban was
announced, public opinion shifted subtly, leading to the controversy between Zhao Chaogou and Gong
Debai, which eventually resulted in the so-called textbook case of A History of China in Modern Chinese
Language. In the end, the Government decided to justify for Yue Fei by judgement, so his identity as a
national hero was then further reinforced by the Government ban.

Key words: Lv Simian; national hero; A History of China in Modern Chinese LLanguage; Yue Fei
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