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A Four Dimensional Interpretation of “The Wisdom of Life”

REN Shi-yang
(Department of Philosophy. Nanjing University, Nanjing 210023, China)

Abstract: “The wisdom of Life” is an important academic achievement and theoretical paradigm to inherit
Confucianism, practice Confucianism and innovate Confucianism so as to achieve the integration of
Confucianism into modern society. In the long term, “the wisdom of life” has undergone the thought
evolution process of origin and beginning, expansion and enrichment, creation and maturity as well; from
the perspective of theory and practice, “the wisdom of life” reflects three theoretical aspects of its system,
practice and state. From the “omnibearing” perspective, it presents four characteristics: self sufficient,
inheriting, dynamic and humanistic; from the perspective of “futurism”, its meaning in four aspects of
theoretical value, realistic direction, Confucian heritage and contemporary transformation is enough to
convince us that this theory contains the academic prospects worthy of expectation. The four-dimensional
interpretation of “the wisdom of life” is not only conducive to us to understand the theory itself in an all-
round way, but also help us to recognize, understand, interpret and evaluate the contemporary
Confucianism, traditional Confucianism and even the whole Chinese philosophy.

Key words: Wisdom of Life; Evolution of Ideas; Theoretical Perspective; System Characteristics;
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