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The Construction, Propagation and Influence of the Personified River
God in the Qing Dynasty- Taking the River Governor of
Li Yuming as the Core Investigation

Hu Meng-fei

(Research Institute of the Canal, Liaocheng University, Liaocheng 252059, China )

Abstract: i Yu-mei was the river governor in the Daoguang period of the Qing dynasty, because of his
activities of managing rivers as well as the noble moralsentiment, the official knighted him as "the river
god" after he died, which is a typical river hero worship. The austere situation is a prerequisite for the
hero, providing a more unique than the usual social environment for the exertion of political and ethical
values. In addition to meet the principle of Confucian’s worship, the reason why Li Yu-mei was regarded as
god is the coinciding with the Yellow River's flood for three consecutive years after his death, which
provided an important opportunity for him. After Li Yu-mei was incorporated into the countrys worship as
the river god, he quickly became the object of competing worship by the river officials, making an
important impact on the national sacrifice policy in Qing Dynasty. Due to the threat of the Yellow River's
flood, Li Yu Mefi's worship of the civil society has a wide range of social basis. People living along area of
the Yellow River built temples to sacrifice god, at the same time, created a number of stories and legends
as well, making the religion show a strong regional characteristics. To some extent, Li Yu Mei's worship
also reflects increasingly serious influence of flood in late Qing dynasty.

Key words: Qing Dynasty; Li Yu Mei; River flood ; River God
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