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A Summary of the Academic Symposium of “Retrospect, Review
and Outlook : the Palace Museum in the Era of Change”

XIE Guang-qian
(Journal Editorial Department, Jiangnan University, Wuxi 214122, China)

Abstract: Changping barn created by Geng Shouchang, who was the prime minister of agriculture in the
period of Han Xuandi. In the history of China, even though the Changping barn was always be abolished
shortly after its establishment, it played a critical role throughout the whole ancient society. For a long
time, historians have a great disagreement in the initial reason of its establishment in the Western Han
Dynasty. Based on analyzes and demonstrates of the four aspects: the location, the social environment,
the reasons for the abolition and the explanation of the name of Chang Ping barn, the author came to the
conclusion that it was used to solve the problems of the country’s financial crisis and the transportation and
supply of grains for frontier armines, which is accepted by most experts.

Key words: Western Han Dynasty; Changping Barn; Reason of the Establishment; Geng Shouchang
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