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Ah! Love, could you and 1 with Him

conspire,

To grasp that sorry. Scheme of Things
entire,
Would not we shatter it to bits and then,
Re mould it neare to the Heart’s Desire!
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The Comparative Civilization History Study and “Synthetic Learning”

MA Guang-li
(School of Foreign Languages, Anhui University of Technology, Maanshan 243002, China)

Abstract: As a branch of comparative civilization study (CCS), the history of CCS is one important
international subject in the globalized age. In the history of Chinese academia, the comparative history of
civilizations inherited “Chinese - western school” and became the new period of “synthetic learning”.
Chinese academic history went through Spring - autumn period, Confucianism of the Han Dynasty,
metaphysics of the Wei-jin Dynasty, Buddhism of the Tang Dynasty, Science of the Song-ming Dynasty,
and Philology of the Qing Dynasty, then came into “synthetic learning” period, which is represented by
the study of Bone Inscription and ancient society, scholars in Qinghua and Soutwest Associated University
and Yan’an Study. The “synthetic learning” starts from the synthesis of Chinese and foreign academics of
Qian Zhongshu and Ji Xianlin, which is totally a creation of world academics, and makes innovation in
Chinese academic subject with Professor Fang Hanwen’ s theoretical construction of comparative
civilization subject, the study of “material culture” in “heritage civilization”, epistemology of Marxist
Confucianism, the new concept and method of historical development of the eight civilizations. The
modern “synthetic learning” ends the history of Chinese passive receiving of the “new subjects” from the
west, forming a “new-fusion” layout for the academia at home and abroad.

Key words: Synthetic Learning; History of Chinese Academia; History of Comparative Civilization
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