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Reasons for Left-behind Women's Marriage Going Towards Dissolution

——Based on Qualitative Research on Migrant Workers' Families

LUO Xiao-feng
(Department of Sociology. Fuzhou University, Fuzhou 350108, China)

Abstract: Based on qualitative research of sixty families of migrant workers, this paper analyzes the

reasons why left-behind women’s marriages tend to break up from such aspects as marital attractions,

barriers to divorce, marital responsibility as well as women’s sense of independence. It finds that long

separation between couples weakens the functions of marriage, lowers marital quality and attractions for

partners; long separation between couples tends to give rise to poor communication between couples and a

decline in mutual trust as well. The decrease in the external divorce barriers makes divorce easier. The rise

of women’'s sense of independence makes women dare to file for divorce. The lack of responsibility for

marriage can lead to marital conflict, which in turn endangers the stability of the marriage.

Key words: Left-behind Women; Marital Stability; Barriers to Divorce; Marital Attraction
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