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Leo Strausss View on the Essence. Value and Limit of Politics

LIU Xiao-zhou
(Comprehensive Department, Ministry of Finance, Beijing 100820, China)

Abstract: Leo Strauss, through the interpretation and development of classical political philosophy, formed

a unique political view. According to this view, it is the political activities that provide people with the

opportunities to fully show their virtues, achieve success and glory; however, the use of coercive forces

can not be completely avoided in politics. Politics is an extremely important activity in all human affairs,

and participation in political activities is of great value to citizens. However, Strauss is fully aware that

politics is constrained by non-human factors; thus., he argues that the expectation of politics must be

moderate and the value of politics is important but limited for people. The core of Strauss’s political view

lies in “moderate”, which can also be regarded as “a middle course”.
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