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“Defending Confucianism and Rejecting Buddhism”
——Luo Qinshun’s Views of Buddhism

REN Shi-yang, XU Zhi, QU Yan-chao
(Department of Philosophy. Nanjing University, Nanjing 210023, China)

Abstract: The ultimate aim of Luo Qinshun’ s thought is “Defending Confucianism and Rejecting
Buddhism”. From both ethics and temperament theory, he demonstrates that “ Confucianism and
Buddhism are two different thoughts.” and argues that “Buddhism and Chan Sect are shallow”. Luo
“believes in Cheng and Zhu”, criticizes “Xiang Shan resigns himself to the Chan Sect” and “Yang Ming’s
thoughts belong to the Chan Sect”, and believes that “the philosophy of the mind is the Chan Sect”. On
the one hand, Luo deserves the credit of defending “Taoism”; on the other hand, Luo’s analysis on
Buddhism is partial. Therefore, research on Luo ginshun’s view of Buddhism helps us to deepen our
understanding of the reason why Confucian scholars reject Buddhism in Ming dynasty, which has
important academic value.

Key words: Luo Qinshun; Confucianism; Views of Buddhism
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