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Study on the Basis of Humanities Education and Comparative Humanities of

Confucian Culture in East Asia

William Flake, Shi Yuan-hui
(Department of Comparative Literature, Vanderbilt University, Nashville TN 37235, US; School of
Foreign Languages, Xianyang Normal University, Xianyang 712000, China )

Abstract: This essay presents a theoretical concept of a special cognition which should be cultivated in arts,
humanities in particular, that is, "involvement cognition". It suggests, however, that such cognition
remains intimately related to unknowing and draws a relation on this basis between Chinese Confucianism
and the ancient Greek thinking. The specialized knowledge of the natural sciences is placed in the context
of the eternal pursuit of human wisdom. That is where knowledge finds its ultimate value for developing
true human beings in their reflection upon themselves in their relation to others and to the whole universe.

Key words: Involvement Cognition; Humanities; Unknowing; De-specialization

10





