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Modern Suzhou Commercial Corps in the Community Network

JI Hao-peng
(School of History, Peking University, Beijing 100871, China)

Abstract: Modern Suzhou Commercial Corps exist in a society where newly established civil society
prevails. Suzhou is not only one of the regions which open to foreign traders at an early period but also one
region which enters the stage of modernization earlier than others. As a product of the late Qing dynasty
and early Republic of China when Suzhou merchants safeguard their interests in an unrest society, Suzhou
Commercial Corps has had an obvious color of merchants since its formation. Among the interactions with
other groups, mainly civil groups, Suzhou Commercial Corps together with other groups forms a municipal
social web. In the web, Suzhou Commercial Corps not only takes its own responsibility, but also grasps
every opportunity to maintain its existence and promote its development.

Key words: Society Web; Modern Suzhou; Commercial Corps
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