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“The Dialogue of Formalism” in Chinese and American Poetics

——A Discourse in Study of Comparative Civilizations

FANG Han-wen
(School of Literature,Suzhou University, Suzhou 215123, China)

Abstract: Formalism has been well-received in neither Chinese nor western poetics. A great number of

theories, however, are passively made fit for the so-called Formalism’. Hence, it is necessary to make such

theories the way they should be. Compared with "Theory of Structure/Texture’ proposed by John Crowe

Ransom, a renowned literary critic, WENG Fang-gang’s " Theory of Texture" has luckily escaped the

misfortune of being classified as "Formalism". From the perspective of comparison between Chinese and

American civilizations, however, both have the dialectic of argumentation-form, which serves as the

predecessor of " Marxism and Formalism Criticism" of Bakhtin (half a century later) and even that of

Jamesom (more recently). The further exploration in this paper is not aimed at reversion., but to explore

the ups and downs of the formalist poetics from the historical perspective of Chinese and American

literature and civilizations and to reflect on the dialectic of form-content as well.

Key words: Chinese and American Poetics; Dialogue of Formalism; Study of Comparative Civilizations
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