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The Historical Survey on Zhang Qian’s Former Residence, Ancestral House,
and his “House for Number One Scholar”

WU Ren-an
(School of Marxism, Shanghai University., Shanghai 200241, China)

Abstract: After a man is born, he never moves to other places, but lives in his birthplace all his life and
then dies there. This case is very common in ancient China. However, with the evolution of the times,
this case is increasingly reduced, and becomes rare to be seen until the modern times. For this reason, we
must not just hear it from grapevine, or follow others’ words, when talking about the former residence,
ancestral house, and his “house for the number one scholar”, or other issues about Zhang Qian in
Nantongzhou during Guangxu Emperor years. We must make a combination of careful researches on
genealogy and historical survey. Otherwise, we cannot figure out the problems and get the right answers.

Key words: Zhang Qian; Former Residence; Ancestral House; “House for Number One Scholar”



