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Beyond Government and Market
—A Research on How Villagers Use
Self-organization to Cooperate to Provide Public Goods

LUO Xiao-feng
(Department of Sociology, Fuzhou University, Fuzhou 350108, China)

Abstract: In the past, scholars emphasize the role that the state or market plays in the provision of rural
public goods, while neglect the role that village itself plays in the provision of rural public goods. Based on
field research. the article considers that besides the state and the market, there is a third way out, which is
to rely on the power of village self-organization. This research finds that village self-organization uses
social capital to integrate peasants and to facilitate their cooperation on public goods. To be specific,
village self-organization can use clan network, reputation mechanism or institution of public opinion to
mobilize villagers to participate in the public welfare. The article suggests that in the current construction
of rural society, the authorities should properly excavate and protect traditional resources which are in
favor of farmers cooperation.

Key words: Public Goods; Social Capital; Self-organization
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