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Civilizational Syncretism: An Interpretation of Our National

Civilizational Strategy

——A Review ofA Study of Comparative Civilizationsby Professor —Fang Han-wen

SHI Yuan-hui', CHEN Zhi-yuan®

(The Comparative Literature Study Centre, Soochow University, Suzhou, 215123, China; The Department of Languages, Lit-

erature & Cultures, Appalachian State University, North Carolina, USA )

Abstract: Making a comment on Professor Fang Han-wen’s new monographA Study of Comparative
Civilizations, this article argues that the tome makes a dialogue with contemporary western scholars,
putting forward the doctrine of “civilizational syncretism” for our national civilizational strategy. Besides,
Professor Fang’s book makes an academic analysis and criticism of the three prophecies of human
civilization—the ecclesiastical and secular Utopianism, Francis Fukuyama’s history ending and the “Dark
Ages” theory, explaining theoretically his “civilizational syncretism”, which based on Confucianism and
the ancient Chinese classicThe Book of Changes, grows out of intermingling western and eastern
civilizations. Finally, this article points out thatA Study of Comparative Civilizationsapplies the
conception of “making peace among states” in Chinese civilizational revival to the comparison of identity
and disparity of world civilizations, establishing a systematic Chinese discourse in civilizational comparison
by comparing and interpreting different civilizations in terms of their corresponding sections in history,
literature , philosophy and anthropology.

Key words: “Civilizational Syncretism”; the Revival of Chinese Civilization; *“Making Peace among

States”; Chinese Discourse in Civilizational Comparison
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