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Tab.1 Food consumption proportion in northern England based on income disparities of different occupations
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The Study on Status of British Working-class Consumption before
and after the Industrial Revolution

CAOQO Rui-chen

(Department of Social Science, Heze University, Heze, 274015, China)

Abstract: In mid-late 18th century, along with the start of industrial revolution, Britain became the first
modern industrialized nation. In the field of consumption, Britain appeared consumer revolution and
became a consumer society in the late 18th century and early 19th century. The rise of modern consumer
society is due to enormous material wealth and abundant social products after the industrial revolution. In
the long run, industrialization eventually led to the improvement of people’s living standards and the arrival
of consumption society. However, in the early stage of industrialization, though material wealth had an
explosive increase, the outcome was not shared by all British people, or brought happiness and benefit to
working class. On the contrary, working class fallen into poverty and disaster. Therefore, the study of the
industrial revolution on working - class " s life and consumption for the reflection of modernity and
consumerism is of great significance. Furthermore it is very helpful to realize the socialist core value and
develop the modern healthy consumer society in China.

Key words: Britain; Industrial Revolution; Working-class; Consumption; Consumer Society
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