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Study on Wuxi Beixia Rural Economy Experiment (1932 — 1935)

YUANG Can-Xing

(Department of Tourism, Wuxi city college, Wuxi, 214153, China)

Abstract; From June 1932 to August 1935, Jiangsu Institute of Education conducted a three - year
experiment in rural areas of the eastern Wuxi, which mainly related to politics, economy and culture. On
the economy, the experiment set the work mainly from for aspect of guiding agriculture, circulating
finance, promoting cooperation and promoting side occupation. During this three years, Beixia
Experimental area has experienced a series of economy reform such as the popularize of good rice seed, the
organization of rural crafts , the formation of production cooperatives, financial loans, agricultural
exhibitions and so on. The participants adjusted the plan based on their experiences each year, hoped to
find out a suitable road for Wuxi rural region and promoted the rural society of modern China.

Key words: Beixia Rural Economic Experiment; Circulate Finance; Promote Cooperation; Jiangsu

Provincial College of Education
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Discourse, Narration and Historical Memory
——the Image Construction and Self-salvation of Wuxi Tanhuang
in Modern Times (1840—1935)

HONG Yu. LIU Yong-guang
(History Department, Shanghai Normal University, Shanghai, 200234, China)

Abstract; It is the discourse narration about Tanhuang that made Tanhuang become the earliest original sin in the
local text of late Qing Dynasty. The subsequent mass media— newspapers inherited the official discourse mode and
narrative strategy, which constructed the negative image of Tanhuang. Playing Tanhuang as well as watching
Tanhuang become a metaphor and symbol of social morbidity, so that people become pale even at the mention of
Tanhuang. Consequently, the name was often changed when Tanhuang (Chinese folk art form) was played. The
official began to prohibit Tanhang and round up it by newspapers in 1935. To ease the pressure from official, local
actor had to improve Tanhuang. The performance of improved Tanhuang Ke Bao Qiao was a major success. Then the
social education function of Tanhuang was approved by official. Tanhuang was renamed as Wuxi Wenxi, so as to
realize its self-salvation. The trial of strength between two sides not only remodeled cultural elites cognition of social
value made by Tanhuang . but also reflected that the improvement of Tanhuang in 1930s met the political and cultural
needs in the nationalist movement.

Key words: Wuxi Tanhuang; Historical Memory; Image Construction; Self-salvation
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