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The Urban Society of Shanghai in Western Eyes around 1920s

—— Taking Relevant Articles in Shanghai Mercury for Example

WANG Jian
(Shanghai Academy of social Sciences, Institute of history, SHANGHAI 200235)

Abstract: Two books, Shanghai Settlement and A Sketch of Old Townpublished in 1881 and A Sketch of
Shanghai and areas around it in 1894, included partial articles published in Shanghai Mercury in 1980s

and the early 1990s. Providing valuable historical materials for us to know changes of daily life in Shanghai

society and western’'s view about China after Shanghai was founded as a port 50 years ago, these two books

showed that Shanghai was on the way to the world in many aspects and gradually become a city of an

international business and economic center. However, the serious cultural barrier between China and

western countries still hindered a further development of Shanghai, which can be seen more obviously from

ordinary people.

Key words: 1980s; Shanghai Mercury; Shanghai Society; Daily Life; View about China
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