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On Zhang Dai-nian and Modern Neo-Confucianism
——in Commemoration of the Tenth Anniversary of the Death of Mr, Zhang Dai-nian

CHI Cheng-yong
(Ideological and Political Department, Nanjing Railway Vocational and Technical College, Nanjing, 210031, China)

Abstract; Mr. Zhang Dai-nian dedicates himself to Confucian studies, but he does not agree with the
revival theory of Confucianism in Modern Neo-Confucianism. Although he is an outstanding representative
of the new era Confucian studies, Mr. Zhang Dai-nian makes it clear that he is not a Neo-Confucian.
About the existence of modern Neo-Confucianism, Mr. Zhang has gone through a cognitive process from
negative to affirmative and he emphasizes that the study of Neo-Confucianism should adhere to the
guidance of Marxism. He kept a deep relationship and academic exchanges with mainland Modern New
Confucians like Xiong Shili, Liang Shuming and Feng Youlan, and spoke highly of the academic
contribution of the Modern New Confucians. Neo-Confucians adopt research standpoint of idealism, value
orientation of making new by going back to tradition and cultural dimension of reconstructing Confucianism
system. Different from that, the theory of Synthetic Innovation of Culture by Zhang Dai-nian studies
Confucianism the core of Chinese traditional culture under the guiding of Marxism and advocates combining
the excellent results of Chinese and Western cultures with innovation to construct new socialism culture
with Chinese manners.

Key words: Zhang Dai-nian; Modern Neo-Confucianism; Research of Confucianism

(B35 16 70
On Ethical Dilemma of“Seeing”and Its Reflection
——My Opinion on the Allusion“To exchange a sheep for an ox”in Mencius

CHEN Lin
(Philosophy Department; Xiamen University; Xiamen 361005; China)

Abstract; Mencius has demonstrated the rationality in the allusion “To exchange a sheep for an ox” by
saying that “seeing the cattle but not the sheep”, which confused the latter scholars in interpreting “To
exchange a sheep for an 0x”. Chu Hsi has spoken up for Mencius from the perspectives of that “benevolent
skill”, “reasoning hasn't been formed” and “man is different from animal”. In fact, “Seeing” in the allusion
“seeing the cattle but not the sheep” is to emphasize the function of compassion in being nice with others.
In this sense, we can conclude that the ethic in “seeing the cattle but not the sheep” is how to view the
function of moral emotion in people’s ethical life. We think that in modern society people should not base
their ethical life on compassion, instead, they should base it on a whole set of ethical standard system. So,
moral education should attach importance to acquired cultivation and add moral reason into people’s moral
emotion through systematic indoctrination. By this way, people will form their own conscience in which
moral reason occupies the dominant position.

Key words: To Exchange a Sheep for an Ox; Seeing; Moral Emotion; Moral Reason
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