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From “Praise or Irony” to “Emotional or Reasonable”
——On the Thinking Contradiction and Literary History Value

of Wenxindiaolong Bixing

GUO Qing-cai
(School of Chinese Language and Literature, Shanxi Normal University, Linfen 041004, China)

Abstract: Bixing is an impotent and divergent concept in Chinese ancient poetic criticism. Scribes in the
Han Dynasty showed a strong political utilitarian when discussing “Bixing”. Zheng Xuan’s description of
“Bixing” contains both metaphor and “praise or irony”. Effected by Mao Gong and Zheng Xuan, Liu Xie’
s Wen Xin Diao Long Bi Xing confirms the signification of satirizing political fault on the one hand, and
distinguishes “Bi” and “Xing” in the standard of emotional or reasonable, obvious or implicit on the other
hand, thus highlights the aesthetic interest of “Bi xing”. The hybridity and divergence of the two
concepts, reflects the conflict between the influence of Mao, Zheng and the independent tendency when
breaking away from political indoctrination. From then on, the theory of Bixing emphasizing on
indoctrination and stressing on aesthetic value artistic effect showed the situation of running parallel in
Chinese intellectual history.

Key words: Bixing; Praise or Irony; Obvious or Implicit ; Emotional or Reasonable






