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New Theory of the Whole 120 Chapters
——The Third Study of Relationship Between A Dream of Red Mansions
and Buddhist Culture

CHEN Si-he

(Department of Chinese Language and Literature, Fudan University,Shanghai, 200433, China)

Abstract: A Dream of Red Mansions tells the story that a stone at the foot of Blue Ridge Peak returns
from dynamic state to static state. Through this story, Tsao Hsueh-chin showed us how to pacify the mind
so as to resolve the trouble and pain of life ,and then gained freedom of spirit and tranquility of soul.
Pacifying the mind experiences two processes: the entrance of principle and the entrance of practice. The
former refers to theoretically elucidate, while the latter means practically doing. The entrance of practice,
dominated by induction and dispelling, further divided into four steps: Starting off in the Void (which is
truth) came to the contemplation of Form(which is illusion) ;and from Form engendered Passion; and by
communicating Passion entered again into Form;and from Form awoke to the Void. These four steps made
the 120-chapter novel become an organic whole. Taking the seventy-fifth chapter as partition, the first-half
of the novel describes blossoming of predestined fate,along with induction and dispelling of stone’s desire
for enjoying the honor and wealth in the mortal world. The rest part depicts fruiting of predestined fate,
together with induction and dispelling of stone’s sentiment for decline and withering.

Key words: A Dream of Red Mansions ; 120 Chapters; Zen; Red Inkstone; Buddhist Culture






