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A New Interpretation of Goddess Nu Wa Mending the Sky

CHENG Chang-chun LIU Min-hong
(The Party Affair Office, Yancheng Normal University, Yancheng, 224002, China, School of Literature, Yancheng Normal
University, Yancheng 224002, China)

Abstract: The story of Goddess Nu Wa Mending the Sky inA Dream of Red Mansionsoriginated from
Buddhism, is a poetic interpretation of the story inThe First on the List of Five Lanterns. Based on the
material of the rise and fall of Cao Xueqin's family, the novel plays a century history of vicissitudes of Jia
Household. Through the special experience of Jia Baoyu who escaped from dharma shackles, got out of the
alluring circle and eventually obtained great freedom and tranquility, Cao Xueqin describes his own
legendary life in which he was inspired by Sakyamuni’s life story, rose in great vigor, reinforced his
determination and finally got rid of trouble and pain. Although the content of Goddess Nu Wa Mending the
Sky is different in Mythologies, Zen Buddhism classics andA Dream of Red Mansions . the spirit is exactly
the same. It reflects the great spirit of humanity and benevolence of Goddess Nu Wa in legend, Sakyamuni
in Buddhism history and Cao Xueqin in literature.
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