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Reflection and Claim of Republican Tradition on Hypothesis of Economic Man

WAN Shao-hong
(School of Marxism, Jiangxi University of Finance, Nanchang 330013, China)

Abstract: Hypothesis of Economic Man holds that both individuals and government organizations are
rational ones and economic animals chasing private interests and maximization of personal profit. This
hypothesis results in political apathy, public power corruption and market disorder. Republicanism against
the invasion of the political field by Economic Man Hypothesis ponders on the reasonability of Economic
Man Hypothesis and its common disaster problem. Republicanism advocates surpassing the economic man
and developing a responsible government. On the basis of Economic Man Hypothesis, Republicanism
advocates a society of cooperation and consultation in which the public take part in politics actively and the
government actively responds to people’s preferences. Republicanism distinguishes the type of public goods
and public services and claims that the market mechanism and government power should be combined with
each other to promote the supply of public goods and guarantee the social equality and justice.

Key words: Hypothesis of Economic Man; Republicanism; Political Man; Public Goods Supply; Public

Interests






