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Village Rules and Political Aesthetics ,Good Customs
—Rural Governance in Confucian Courtesy Dimension

YU Zhi-ping

Abstract: Confucian ideal is not only to make people be their man, but also to let the community be its
society. In ancient China, regime changed successively, even sometimes throne was vacant, but relying on
the power of moralization, the society could still keep a good morality order without any mess. Field study
on “Gengdu Hall”of Yu family in the water village in the north part of Jiangsu province found “the Five
Constant Virtues”(benevolence, righteousness, propriety, wisdom and trust) and" Ten Virtues" (loyalty,
filial piety, leniency, honesty, shame, warmness, kindness, respect, frugality and modesty) which are
left by their forefathers,together with its newly-built " Twelve Regulations of the Clan"which is full of the
spirit of Confucianism and Confucian complex, have been an unwavering family tradition for generations
and have influenced their life and work. Wang Yang - ming’ stheVillage Conventions of NanGan’ s
Townshipmobilizes the power of underlying elite and praises the goodness and punishes evil, which enables
people to be "good people",thus creating “benevolent customs”. In contrast, Yannan Village Regulations
and Agreements in Wanji Townshipappears simple, thin and loses in the void, so the fracture of the
Confucian tradition of rural governance is evident.

Key words: Village Rules; The Confucian Customs of Rural Governance; " Twelve Regulations of the
Clan" ;the Village Conventions of NanGan’s Township; Yannan Village Regulations and Agreements in
Wanji Township
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